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Wynton Marsalis Gives Tour of Cleveland Museum 

in New Video 

” ... this museum is certainly one of the finest in the country." 

— Wynton Marsalis 

CLEVELAND — Jazz legend and trumpet player Wynton Marsalis stars in Gallery Sessions a new 
Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) video that explores the museum's collection, including works of art 
from the Armor Court and ancient Egyptian and contemporary galleries. In this 12-1/2-minute intimate 
tour of the museum, Marsalis weaves together visual and musical art, giving impromptu gallery 
performances inspired by selected paintings, sculptures, and other works. In the museum's famed 
Armor Court, Marsalis smiles with satisfaction, noting, "There is nothing more inspiring for a trumpet 
player than a big, beautiful, spacious, open room with a lot of long, tail echo." 

The video premiered in the CMA booth at the National City Home & Garden Show (l-X 
Center), It will soon be available in Cleveland-area schools and libraries and plans are underway for the 
video to be on view in area shopping malls. Beginning Mar. 1, it will be sold in the Museum Stores 
(CMA, Beachwood Place, and Hopkins Airport) for $12. When the Cieveland Cavaliers play the Chicago 
Bulls atGund Arena April 6, 2002, the video will be shown in the CMA display on the concourse. 

Cathy Lewis-Wright, CMA's newly appointed associate director of outreach and audience 
development, describes the focus of the video: "Working with Wynton Marsalis was an opportunity not 
to be missed — here was a chance to meld the finest music and art, revealing another dimension of the 
artistic experience. The hope is that visitors will explore the museum with not only their eyes, but with 
al I their senses, and hear the music and vibrant passions that are expressed in each work of art." 

In the video Marsalis explains, "When you see a work of art you're able to enter the mind of a 
great artist ... I know you come in, you have certain things you like and certain things you won't like ... 
you get a banquet laid out for you and you pick what you want. And if there's something you don't 
want that's all right. There's something else there. The thing about works of art, and about life in 
general, is that you can take things at your own pace. You don't have to come in knowing everything. 
You can deal with works of art on your own terms." 
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About the marble statuette The Stargazer, the oldest human figure in the museum, Marsalis says, 
’’She lets all of us ... know that 5,000 years ago, she was here. This piece is very interesting because it's 
called a stargazer and the eyes are pointed up to heaven. And if you notice Louis Armstrong, when he 
plays, his eyes are always up, and Dizzy Gillespie told me he asked, ’Why you always looking up, Pops? 
What're you looking for?' And he said, ’I don't know, but I always find it.'" 

Other works featured include painter George Bellows's Stag at Sharkey's (1909), which captures 
the violent energy of a boxing match; painter Stuart Davis's Composition Concrete (1957), painted as the 
artist listened to jazz music — its blue and red shapes evoke syncopation to Marsalis; and Romare 
Bearden's Living it Up at the Lafayette (1974), which describes the colorful and vibrant atmosphere of that 
club, 

Wynton Marsalis 

Marsalis is artistic director of the internationally recognized Jazz at Lincoln Center program, which he 
co-founded in 1987. His epic oratorio on slavery. Blood on the Fields, won the 1997 Pulitzer Prize for 
music. Marsalis is the firstjazz composer ever to win a Pulitzer, a distinction that for five decades had 
been awarded exclusively to classical composers. He has been awarded the Grand Prix du Disque of 
France and the Edison Award of the Netherlands and was elected an Honorary Member of England's 
Royal Academy of Music, in addition to receiving eight Grammy awards for his jazz and classical 
recordings. In recognition of the many hours he has contributed to music education, community 
organizations, and charities, he has been given keys to cities across the country, all types of community 
service awards, a congressional citation, and numerous honorary doctorate degrees, He has been 
profiled by 60 Minutes and been the subject of cover stories for Life, Time, Parade, The New York Times 
Sunday Magazine. Sunday Los Angeles Times Calendar. London Times Magazine and Esquire (UK), as well as 

making numerous appearances on the covers of JazzTimes, Downbeat, and Jazziz. 

« * « 

Gallery Sessions was made as part of the museum's Convening the Community program, originally 
funded by the Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest Fund and subsequently supported by The Cleveland 
Foundation. The Ohio Arts Council supports the CMA using state tax dollars to encourage economic 
growth, educational excellence, and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans, The video was produced by 
Glazen Creative Group, a full-service production company based in Cleveland. 

The CMA extends a special thanks to Jazz at Lincoln Center. For more information about Jazz at 
Lincoln Center visit wwwJazzatlincolncenter.org . 

For more information about the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clevelandart.org . 

### 

Page 2 of 2 



